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Chlamydia: Expanded Screening Efforts 
Result in More Reported Cases, but Majority 












Health Consequences of Chlamydia
Chlamydia is a bacterial infection that 
can easily be cured with antibiotics, but 
it is usually asymptomatic and often 
undiagnosed. Untreated, it can cause severe 
health consequences for women, including 
pelvic inflammatory disease (PID), ectopic 
pregnancy, and infertility. Up to 40 percent of 
females with untreated chlamydia infections 
develop PID, and up to 20 percent of those 
may become infertile.3 Complications 
from chlamydia among men are relatively 
uncommon, but may include epididymitis and 
urethritis, which can cause pain, fever, and in 
rare cases, sterility. 





















































































































































































Female Chlamydia Rates, 2005











































































































































































Health Consequences of Gonorrhea
While gonorrhea is easily cured, untreated 
cases can lead to serious health problems. 
Among women, gonorrhea is a major cause 
of PID, which can lead to chronic pelvic pain, 
ectopic pregnancy, and infertility. In men, 
untreated gonorrhea can cause epididymitis, 
a painful condition of the testicles that can 
result in infertility. In addition, studies suggest 
that the presence of gonorrhea infection 
makes an individual three to five times more 
likely to acquire HIV, if exposed.10 





























Rising Rates Driven Largely by Cases among  
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Health Consequences of Syphilis
Syphilis, a genital ulcerative disease, is 
highly infectious, but easily curable in its 
early (primary and secondary) stages. 
If untreated, it can lead to serious long-
term complications, including neurologic, 
cardiovascular, and organ damage, and 
even death. Congenital syphilis can 
cause stillbirth, death soon after birth, 
and physical deformity and neurological 
complications in children who survive. 
Syphilis, like many other STDs, facilitates 
the spread of HIV, increasing transmission 
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P&S Syphilis Rates By Sex, 1981–2005
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